Recurrent acute scleroderma renal crisis complicated by thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura.
Acute renal crisis as an early manifestation of scleroderma is underemphasized, and its recurrence after initial successful therapy is rare. We describe a 32-year-old woman who presented with scleroderma renal crisis. A second episode of apparent renal crisis, however, was complicated by thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura, which led to pancreatitis, a large cerebral infarction, and fatal outcome despite intensive therapy. This case illustrates the complexity and severity of diffuse systemic sclerosis presenting with multiple, major organ complications.